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Everyone knows Benjamin Franklin was an important statesman, inventor, and a signer of the
Declaration of Independence. But did you know he started the first public library in America?Ben
Franklin was always a "bookish" boy. The first book he read was the Bible at age five, and then
he read every printed word in his father's small home library. Ben wanted to read more, but
books were expensive. He wanted to go to school and learn, but his family needed him to work.
Despite this, Ben Franklin had lots of ideas about how to turn his love of reading and learning
into something more. First, he worked as a printer's apprentice, then he set up his own printing
business. Later, he became the first bookseller in Philadelphia, started a newspaper, published
Poor Richard's Almanac, and in 1731, with the help of his friends, organized the first subscription
lending library, the Library Company.Ruth Ashby's fast-paced biography takes young readers
through Franklin's life from his spirited, rebellious youth through his successful career as an
inventor and politician and finally to the last years of his life, surrounded by his personal
collection of books.

From School Library JournalGrade 3-5–In 1723, when Benjamin Franklin was 17, he left his
home in Boston and eventually settled in Philadelphia, a town that was a mere 50 years old
when he arrived. Although there are many well-written books about the man, Ashby's clearly
written narrative, peppered with exclamation points, flows smoothly and will hold the interest of
children. Themes that run throughout are Franklin's love of books and literature, his intellectual
curiosity, and his statesmanship. The author incorporates quotes, stories, rhymes, and pithy
sayings that exemplify Franklin's work and publications as well as historical background on the
period. Seven pages of facts, illustrated with black-and-white and color reproductions, conclude
the text. This small-format book will appeal to children who have read brief accounts of Franklin's
life and would like to know more about him.–Rebecca Sheridan, Easttown Library & Information
Center, Berwyn, PACopyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All
rights reserved. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.From
BooklistGr. 3-5. Though most books on Benjamin Franklin emphasize his later years, this well-
designed, small-format biography gives equal weight to his youthful experiences and
accomplishments. One of the most remarkable figures in American history, Franklin emerges
here as an innovative thinker who contributed greatly to the intellectual and political life of his
times. Ashby's lively narrative account clearly shows how he earned international respect not
only as a scientist, writer, statesman, and wit but also as the inventor of the Franklin stove,
bifocals, and the lightning rod. The book includes neither source notes for quotations nor an
index, though it has a time line, bibliographies, and a lengthy appended section on Franklin in
his roles as patriot, scientist, book lover, autobiographer, and family man. Unlike most of the



recent biographies for middle-graders, this has no illustrations within the main body of the text,
though a few appear in the front and back matter. Still, this is an attractive, readable account.
Carolyn PhelanCopyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved --This text refers to
an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.Review“This well-designed, small-format
biography gives equal weight to [Franklin’s] youthful experiences and accomplishments… an
attractive and highly readable account of Franklin’s life.”“Ashby’s clearly written narrative… flows
smoothly and will hold the interest of children.… This small-format book will appeal to children
who have read brief accounts of Franklin’s life and would like to know more about him.” --This
text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.From the Back CoverWhether
you've just moved here or are a longtime resident rediscovering the rich array of sights, services
and activities in the heart of the New South, ACROSS ATLANTA: A Resident's Guide is a book
you cna't afford to miss.-Comprehensive resident's guide to Atlanta area and surrounding
counties.-Combines the authors' more than thirty years' experience in Atlanta.-Vividly describes
the tantalizing selection of arts, attractions, and sports. --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.About the AuthorRuth Ashby is the award-winning author of
dozens of nonfiction and fiction books for juvenile readers. She lives in New York.Michael G.
Montgomery has illustrated numerous children’s books. He attended Georgia Southern
University and the University of Georgia. He lives in Georgia. --This text refers to an out of print
or unavailable edition of this title.Read more
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Barbara L., “A Wonderful Book!. What a wonderful book. I learned so much I never knew about
Ben Franklin. This is a great book for any one.”

Sophia Ray, “This is just a fun book!. This is an easy book to read. It gives good background
information on dear Mr. Franklin.”

Rachel A. Pierre, “School Project. I bought this book for my 13 yr old son for a project he was
doing, And it was a big help. It gave some really good information and allowed him to learn more
about the history on Benjamin Franklin..Thank you”

The book by Ruth Ashby has a rating of  5 out of 4.9. 5 people have provided feedback.
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